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A Catholic Church
16209 County Road 46
Bellevue, OH 44811
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A Catholic Church

320 Stump Pike Road
Attica, OH 44807-9465
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WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4:00 p.m. At Our Lady of Hope
(May thru October)
At St. Gaspar
(November thru April)
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. At St. Gaspar
10:00 a.m. At Our Lady of Hope
RECONCILIATION:
Saturday: 3:00 p.m. At Our Lady of Hope
(May thru October)
At St. Gaspar
(November thru April)
Or by appointment
DAILY MASSES:
Tuesday: 5:30 p.m. At St. Gaspar
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. At Our Lady of Hope
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. At Our Lady of Hope
Friday: 8:00 a.m. At St. Gaspar
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. At Our Lady of Hope
(1st Saturday only)
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Catholic Parishes

St. Gaspar del Bufalo Parish
16209 County Road 46, Bellevue, Ohio 44811
419-483-3231

Our Lady of Hope Parish
320 Stump Pike Road, Attica, Ohio 44807
419-426-3043

Rev. Joseph P. Joseph, Pastor
jjosephsac@toledodiocese.org
Deacon Brian Rhodes
deaconbrian25@outlook.com

Staff
Office Manager: Ashley Mackowiak
olohbusiness@gmail.com
stgasparbusiness@gmail.com
Bookkeeper: Pam Langhals
olhsgbusiness@gmail.com
St. Gaspar Coordinator of Parish Life:
Janie Miller
janiemiller02@yahoo.com
OLH Religious Education: Ariel Fry
olohcre@gmail.com
Office Hours
OLH - Monday, Wednesday, Friday
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
St. Gaspar — Tuesday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

St. Sebastian Cemetery
Rick Phillips: 567-224-1526

Assumption Cemetery
Scott Schreiner: 419-367-4150

St. Michael Cemetery
Jerry Dick: 567-267-8451

Ss. Peter & Paul Cemetery
Bill Ruffing: 419-426-3935

St. Stephen Cemetery
Sarah Wurm: 419-934-2000

Parish Finance Council Members

St. Gaspar Our Lady of Hope
Darlene Fullen Kay Fox
Gerald C. Miller Kyle McConnell
Kathy Morfier Janeen Melroy
Joshua Peacock Janet Ruffing

Stephen Schaffer Jay Zeiter

Parish Nurse
Rita Schank: 419-426-2305

Prayer Chain
Janie Miller (419-618-1557) St. Gaspar
Roxie Bates (567-224-0018) OLH

MNIC — My Neighbor In Christ
Patty Bordner (419-681-0858) St. Gaspar
Denise Bowerman (419-624-7662) OLH

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at Noon

On this Fourth Sunday of Lent, the Church presents to us the beautiful Gospel story
of Jesus healing the man born blind. In this passage, Jesus not only restores the
man’s physical sight but also leads him to a deeper spiritual vision — the ability to
recognize Jesus as the Light of the world.

This Gospel invites us to reflect on the many forms of blindness that exist in our
world today. While many people can see with their eyes, there is often a deeper
blindness in the human heart. We sometimes become blind to the presence of God
in our lives, blind to the suffering of those around us, and blind to the truth that calls
us to live with greater love and compassion. In a world filled with division, injustice,
and indifference, the need for the light of Christ is greater than ever.

Jesus came into the world to bring light into darkness. As His disciples, we are
called not only to receive that light but also to reflect it in our daily lives. When
we choose kindness over judgment, forgiveness over resentment, and generosity
over selfishness, we allow the light of Christ to shine through us. Even small acts of
goodness can bring hope and healing to others who may be struggling in darkness.

This Lenten season is a time for us to ask the Lord to open our eyes and our hearts.
Like the man in the Gospel, we too are invited to move from blindness to sight — from
doubt to faith and from darkness to light. Through prayer, repentance, and acts of
charity, we grow closer to Christ, who alone can truly heal our spiritual blindness.

May this season of Lent help each of us to see more clearly the presence of God in
our lives and to become bearers of His light in our families, our parish, and our world.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Joseph

PS: We would like to express our sincere thanks to Dorothy Sietz from Our Lady
of Hope, for her many years of dedicated service in caring for the altar linens for
our parish. Her quiet and faithful ministry has helped ensure that our liturgical
celebrations are carried out with great care and reverence. We are truly grateful for
her generosity and commitment.

As Dorothy steps away from this ministry, we are looking for a volunteer who would
be willing to take up this important role of caring for the altar linens. If you are
interested or would like more information, please contact the parish office.

PPS: Please keep our 8th grade Confirmandi in your prayers! They will be confirmed
this Saturday, March 21 at Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral,
in Toledo.

LIVING STATIONS A unique inspirational Stations of the
Cross will be presented by Our Lady of Hope
3rd Grade PSR students on Wednesday, March 18, at
6:45 p.m. Everyone is invited to come experience this
beautiful, prayerful devotion with our young people.

A The Beatitudes § Votive Light
~ the foundation of Discipleship by Our Lady

S for the Kingdom of God ' March 15-21, 2026
‘.,

St. Gaspar

Our Confirmandi:
Elyse, Aaden, Grayson,
Lynnae & Owen

Mt 5:8 - Blessed are the poor in heart,
for they shall see God

- O, the bliss of the man whose
motives are absolutely pure, Our Lady of Hope

~ for that man wil some day Rurcontimends

Brady, Zane,
be able to see God. Nash & Henry
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Donuts, Juice, Coffee —

crafts, palm braiding N

Thursday, March 26, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church,
Norwalk. All who are thirsty...come
| to the well. World-renowned
. speaker and author Christopher
~ West, along with award-winning
musician, Mike Mangione, are
coming to St. Paul the Apostle Parish
with a beautiful multimedia event
called The Well: An Evening of
Beauty, Reflection, and Eucharistic Revival. Bring family and friends.
No one should miss this awesome and inspiring event! For more
information about the event, or to purchase your tickets today, go to
https://aftontickets.com/NorwalkWell. Limited tickets available,
get yours early!

CEMETERY SPRING CLEAN-UP REMINDER

It is time to clear all Christmas and Winter
decorations. Please help keep our cemeteries
looking nice by removing old decorations from
your loved one’s gravesite.

/haijfaz(

POKER
TOURNAMENT

$40 Buy-In
(1/2 to payout, 1/2 to KofC)

$10 one-time add-on option
(beginning only, goes to KofC)
No re-buys or add-ons once
Tourny starts.

\ *_'

§5 High-Hand option
50/50 tickets available

g9 JADY ot HOPE

Catholic Parish

Sunday Social luncheon

fun activities
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ATTENTION

SEVEN SAINTS
K of C Memlbers

The Bonanza Raffle Mailing that you recently received
contains a SASE with an incorrect PO Box.
WHEN MAILING YOUR PAYMENT, PLEASE USE:

PO Box 451, Attica, OH 44807

Apologies for the inconvenience!

Contact Scott with questions.
note: This is only regarding Seven Saints K of C.
No changes have been made to either church’s mailing address.

Sal lllwdmn

Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when | lie down,
Christ when | sit down,
Christ when | arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

— Excerpt from the St. Patrick Breastplate

Prayer for Protection

Saint Patrick, PRAY FOR US
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BY BISHOP DANIEL E.

THOMAS

“Go and Repair My House: The Year of Saint Francis of Assisi”

The year was 1206. A young Francis knelt
before the Crucifix in the Church of San
Damiano outside of Assisi, Italy, which
was falling into ruins. Francis heard the
voice of Christ Jesus speak to him from the
cross: “Francis, go and repair my house,
which s falling into ruin.”
Understandably, Francis took this
exhortation to mean that he should
physically rebuild the crumbling church,
but later came to understand that instead it
was a call to mission to revitalize the
Catholic Church!

In his first Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi
Te, published on October 4, 2025, the
Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi, our
Holy Father Pope Leo XIV wrote: “Eight
centuries ago, Saint Francis prompted an
evangelical renewal in the Christians and
society of his time. Wealthy and self-confident, the young
Francis was taken aback and converted by his direct contact
with the poor and outcast of society. The story of his life
continues to appeal to the minds and hearts of believers, and
many non-believers as well. It ‘changed history.” And in
January of this year, Pope Leo established that a special Year
of Saint Francis be proclaimed, “in which every faithful
Christian, following the example of Saint Francis of Assisi,
shall become a model of holiness of life and a constant
witness of peace.” To that end, I write to encourage you
intentionally to engage this special year dedicated to Francis,
and to consider more deeply his life and legacy.

After several encounters with the Lord who came alive and
spoke from that Cross of San Damiano, Saint Francis wrote
this “Prayer before the Crucifix,” a prayer which has become
a favorite of mine:

Most High glorious God,
enlighten the darkness of my heart
Give me right faith, sure hope and
perfect charity.

Fill me with understanding and
knowledge

that I may fulfill your command.

For some folks, the name of Saint Francis
conjures up images of garden statues of
the saint preaching to the birds, or a sweet
cartoonish character surrounded with
Disneyesque animals! For some he is
reduced to a pacifist, an ecologist or
environmentalist. Often folks miss the
radical Gospel poverty he embraced and
his lifelong commitment to the poor.
Some might recall that it was Saint
Francis who gave us the first (living)
Christmas creche, or that it was he who
gave us the words we so often pray with the Stations of the
Cross: “We adore you O Christ and we praise you, because
by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.” We all
need to see how central the Cross was to his spirituality and
to recall that he received toward the end of his life the
stigmata, the mystical wounds of Christ evident on his body.
Many are simply unaware that the profound humility of Saint
Francis was manifested in his judging himself as the worst of
sinners. This Lent, there is much to ponder about this
extraordinary Saint, and however deep your knowledge and
familiarity with him, I invite you to spend time in prayer,
reading and doing some “digging” to discover the full range
of the multifaceted virtues and example of such a beloved
saint, whose love was born from the Cross.
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Even as we commemorate
the 800™ anniversary of the
death of Saint Francis, we
marvel at the extraordinary
number of faithful making
pilgrimage to Assisi to pray
before his relics, exposed
for veneration for the first
time since his death. And
even now, as we remember
the Francis who traveled to
Egypt to meet with the
Muslim Sultan during the
fifth Crusade to encourage
peace, we ourselves beg the
Lord for peace in this, our
time of war.

Among the most powerful artistic testimonies to the
transforming love of God at work in the life of Saint Francis
is the celebrated work “Saint Francis of Assisi in Ecstasy,”
painted around 1595 by Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio.
This oil on canvas masterpiece by the Italian Baroque master
depicts the moment Francis receives the stigmata — the
miraculous impression of the five wounds of Christ upon his
hands, feet, and side. Caravaggio renders the scene not with
triumphant spectacle, but with intimate tenderness: Francis
reclines in a near-swoon, cradled gently by an angel, bathed
in the luminous light that breaks through surrounding
darkness. The stigmata represent the summit of Francis’s
union with the crucified and risen Lord. He who had knelt

before the San Damiano Cross in prayer had so given himself

to God that his very body bore the marks of Christ’s Passion.
Caravaggio’s masterwork invites every believer to
contemplate the depth of love to which each of us is called —
a love that transforms, that costs, and that ultimately becomes
a witness of glory. Our love is born from the Love of the
Crucified and Risen Jesus.

In the spirit of this holy year, and in communion with the
universal Church, I am pleased to announce that during this
time of grace, extending through January 10, 2027, the
faithful are granted the opportunity of a plenary indulgence
under the usual conditions. As Francis embraced both the
Crucified Christ and all of creation with open arms, so too are
we called to embrace our brothers and sisters, our world, and
our God with renewed zeal, mercy, and love.

I am deeply grateful to the Sylvania Franciscan Sisters, the
Tiffin Franciscan Sisters, and the Conventual Franciscan
Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation for
graciously opening their campuses to the faithful of our
Diocese. Through their generous hospitality, Catholics
throughout the Diocese of Toledo are able to participate in
this Jubilee Year by making a pilgrimage to the following
Franciscan Pilgrimage Sites:

Saint Francis of Assisi in Ecstasy, Caravaggio c. 1595

Portiuncula

On the Motherhouse grounds
of the Sylvania Franciscan
Sisters

620 Convent Blvd, Sylvania,
OH 43560

Open Every Day from 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM

Motherhouse Eucharistic
Chapel

On the grounds of the Tiffin
Franciscan Sisters

200 St. Francis Avenue,
Tiffin, OH 44883

Chapel: Open Wednesday &
Sunday, 10:00 AM - 2:00
PM | Mass at 11:00 AM,
Grounds: Open Every Day, 9:00 AM to Dusk

The Basilica & National Shrine of Our Lady of
Consolation

The Conventual Franciscan Friars of the Province of Our
Lady of Consolation

315 Clay St, Carey, OH 43316

Open 24/7

For more information on the pilgrimage, on obtaining the
“Passport,” and more on how to participate, go to
toledodiocese.org/francis.

Please join me in the hope and prayer that this Jubilee Year
may draw us ever more deeply into the mystery of God’s love,
revealed in the face of His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the person
of Saint Francis who so radically imitated the Lord! May
Saint Francis of Assisi, who so completely surrendered
himself to that love, intercede for us and lead us along the
path of peace, joy, and holiness. As Francis himself prayed
before the San Damiano Cross, so let us pray with renewed
hearts — asking God to enlighten the darkness of our own
lives, to strengthen our faith, hope and charity, and to set us
aflame with love for Him and for one another. As Francis
heard the Lord’s exhortation from the Cross, so may we too
become models of holiness of life and constant witnesses of
peace, architects of an evangelical renewal, building up the
Church through lives enriched by a deeper encounter this year
with Saint Francis. Saint Francis, intercede for us!

+MW

Most Rev. Daniel E. Thomas
Bishop of Toledo
February 27,2026
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Monday, March 16 Lenten Weekday Is 65:17:21; Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday, March 17 Saint Patrick, Bishop Ez47:1-9,12; Jn 5:1-16
5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (St. G)
5:30 p.m. Mass — Rosemary, Walter, Fr. Jim Holmer (St. G)
Wednesday, March 18 Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30
7:15 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration (OLH)
8:00 a.m. Mass — Mary Beth Magers (OLH)
Thursday, March 19 Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt:1:16, 18-21, 24a
7:15 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration (OLH)
8:00 a.m. Mass — David Molyett, Reverend Jerome A. Schetter (OLH)
Friday, March 20 Lenten Weekday Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
7:15 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration (St. G)
8:00 a.m. Mass — Krista Sturdevant (St. G)
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (OLH)
Saturday, March 21 Lenten Weekday Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53
Fifth Sunday of Lent Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45
4:00 p.m. Mass — Don Scherley, Reverend Jerome A. Schetter (St. G)
Sunday, March 22 Fifth Sunday of Lent Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45
8:00 a.m. Mass — Norman Falter (St. G)
10:00 a.m. Mass — Allan Schoen, Urban Arbogast (OLH)
6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (OLH)

Children’s Liturgy for children through 2nd grade during the 10:00 a.m. Mass

PSR NEWS
St. Gaspar: Wednesday, March 18, 6:45 p.m. — Living Stations at Our Lady of Hope
Our Lady of Hope: Wednesday, March 18, 6:15 p.m. — Class; 6:45 p.m. — Living Stations
Both Parishes: Saturday, March 21, 10:00 a.m. — Confirmation at Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral

Online Giving is available at St. Gaspar Parish and Our Lady of Hope Parish. Here are the simple steps to follow:
1. Go to either stgaspar.com or ourladyofhopeattica.com
2. Scroll down and select your parish’s yellow button Donate St. Gaspar or Donate Our Lady of Hope
3. Follow the steps shown there to make your one-time or recurring donation.

NOW ENROLLING GRADES PS-8 FOR 2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR! St. Francis Xavier School, 25 W Perry Street, Willard. 419-935-4744,
www.sfxwillard.net. A Strong, welcoming community for families of ALL FAITHS!

“THE CASE FOR LIFE” Sunday, March 15, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Activity Center, 36 Melmore Street., Tiffin. Tiffin Right to Life invites
you to a FREE educational program. This three-module video series will provide facts, dialogue and skills you need to discuss the abortion
issue and the necessity of returning to a culture of life. Recommended for adults and high school students. Refreshments will be served. For
more info, visit www.thecaseforlife.us.

BLOOMVILLE LIONS CHICKEN BBQ Sunday, March 22, 11:00 a.m. drive-thru only, in front of Bloomville Community Center. BBQ chicken
half, cucumber pasta, green beans with onion and bacon, roll, and dessert. Proceeds will support youth development, eyeglasses, and other
needs of those in Bloomville and Bloom Township.

BBQ TO SUPPORT HALL FAMILY Sunday, March 29, 11:00 a.m., drive-thru only, in front of Bloomville Community Center. The meal will
feature one chicken leg quarter, one pork chop, two sides, a dinner roll, and a cookie. Cancer took Ron Hall in January. Please come support
his wife, Alease, and children, Lilly (7), and Lincoln (4) with remaining expenses. Prepared by Brad Williams and Friends of Ron Hall.

PERCH & SHRIMP DINNER LAST CHANCE FOR THE SEASON! Friday, April 3, 4:00-6:30 p.m. at the Attica K of C Hall, 111 Heyman Drive.
Dinners include French Fries, Coleslaw and Dinner Roll. Perch Dinners are $16.00 and include % Ib Perch. Perch by the pound is $19.00.
Butterfly Shrimp Dinners are $12.00 and include 9 pieces Shrimp. Shrimp only is $8.00. Dine-In and Drive-Thru available. The next dinner will
be in September!

m—
(Welcomé-
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ST.

ASPAR

Catholic Parish

Saturday, March 21, 4:00 p.m.

Greeters: Crista & Dan Stacklin
Minister of the Word: Crista Stacklin

Extraordinary Ministers: Tammy Daniel,
Crista Stacklin, Dan Stacklin

Servers: Ryly Stacklin, Lynnae Stacklin, Lily Stacklin

Ushers: Dan Stacklin, Tammy Daniel,
Kathi Miller, Steve Dendinger

Sunday, March 22, 8:00 a.m.
Greeters: Holly, Jon & Mason Weichel
Minister of the Word: Dawn Reichert

Extraordinary Ministers: Gerald C. Miller,

Mattie Miller, Steve Miller
Servers: Jayden Johnson,
Owen Wise, Grayson Schreiner
Ushers: Holly, Jon & Mason Weichel, Rick Phillips

St. Gaspar Parish Support

March 8, 2026
OFFERTORY S 3,733.00
WEEKLY BUDGET S 2,500.00
OVER (UNDER) S 1,233.00
YEAR-TO-DATE OVER (UNDER) S 24,953.00
MAINTENANCE S 490.00
CHILDREN S 18.00
ONLINE GIVING — ALL FUNDS S 200.00

9o JADY ot HOPE

Catholic Parish

Monday, March 16, 9:00 a.m.
Carol Martin, Judy Daniel

Sunday, March 22, 10:00 a.m.
Hospitality: Carol Aichholz
Minister of the Word: Janeen Melroy
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda & Rob Molyett,
Ann Myers, Linda Hahler, Missy Hines

Servers: Lukas, Oliver & Blaise Mackowiak
Children’s Liturgy: Valerie Bordner, Mia Holmes

Our Lady of Hope Parish Support

March 8, 2026
OFFERTORY S 3,025.00
WEEKLY BUDGET S 2,500.00
OVER (UNDER) S 525.00
YEAR-TO-DATE OVER (UNDER) S 10,108.00
MAINTENANCE S 383.00
CHILDREN S 16.00
ONLINE GIVING — ALL FUNDS S 797.00

FISH & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY is requesting donations of
Canned Vegetables for the month of March. Personal items are
always needed.

PASS IT ON CLOTHING CLOSET will accept fall/winter clothing
September 1-April 1 and spring/summer clothing April 1-September 1.

Their wish list for the month of March is Adult Socks.

The box for both organizations will be located in St. Gaspar Hall late
March until the end of November. December until March, it will be
located in St. Gaspar Church Entrance.

I'd like to say thanks to the Altar Rosary Ladies from

1<

=
.\—HANK both Parishes for the delicious goodies for Valentine’s
YOU Day. The card was also so cute. A special thanks to my
delivery angel, Anita! — Pat Holmer

Dear Our Lady of Hope & St. Gaspar, Thank you so
very much for your thoughtfulness — thank you for the
delicious box of cookies. — Gene Willman

HEARTBEAT

HOPE

PREGNANCY CENTER

HEARTBEAT HOPE SUPPLY DRIVE The Confirmation class at Our
Lady of Hope is sponsoring a drive for Heartbeat Hope Medical
Pregnancy Center. The items they are in need of are: stamps, copy
paper, toilet paper, garbage bags, newborn diapers, Size 6 diapers
and up, Pull-ups 4T, 5T, Enfamil NeuroPro formula (yellow can),
clothing up to size 4T. Other sizes and items will be accepted, as
well as monetary donations. A collection tote will be in the Vestibule
until March 18 and monetary donations can be put in the collection
marked “Heartbeat.” Being pro-life is much more than opposing
legalized abortion; it’s about promoting a culture of life! Please
consider donating today!

SEVEN SAINTS K OF C MARCH YOUTH DRAWING WINNERS
Linda Molyett, Tim Heibertshausen, Jerry & Chris Dick, Barb Miller,
Brock Mayes

9 Dear Friends at Our Lady of Hope Rosary Altar Society,
'(\nom\‘ Thank you for your donation of $100.00 to Hospice of
\jou.‘ the Western Reserve. We are grateful for your generosity.

Because of your support, we can provide a range of end-
of-life care services that make the entire journey easier. Please know
that with your gift, you have impacted lives. Your support stays in
your community and will be directed to your service area.

— With gratitude, Laura K. Rayburn,
President, Hospice of the Western Reserve Foundation
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